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NEWSPAPERS
Spies Every Sunday

R PDDy may not nave donc Brie

" ain—or the U.S.—much good in the]
- 34 years he served as a Soviet spy, but
he certainly has been a big help to Lon-

don's Sunday newspapers. For five
straight weeks the Sunday Times and

the Observer have battled to see which |

could produce the most titillating de-
tails about the master spy. What did
Philby like to drink? (Raki, a Turkish liz
queur.) What were his favorite jokes?
(Dirty.) Why did he stammer? (Sup-
pressed violence.) That and much more
came out in the kind of compelition
the so-called “quality” press has sel-
dom indulged in. .

The competition began prematurely.

The Observer's Middle East Correspon-

dent Patrick Secale, who replaced .Phil-
by when he defected. to Russia in 1963,
had been working on the story for four
years with the help of Philby’s ex-wife
Eleanor. Publication was still months
away when the Observer learned that
Roy Thomson’s rcvitalized Sunday

Times had dispatched a ten-man team.

1o get the story. To beat the Times to
the punch, the Qbserver slipped in its
flast Philby instaliment on Get, 1, Ax
soon as they caught sight of the edi-
tion, the Times cditors replated and
ran their first Philby story. It was a re-
port from Philby’s son John, a strug-
gling London art student, who had becn
sent to Moscow by the Times to inter-
view dad. Said father to son: *I have
come home.”

Every Girl Wants One. The next
Sunday, both papers offered a second
round of revelations. The Times provid-

ed a highly detailed, perceptively writ-

ten account of how Philby got started
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in cspionage. Lhe Observer ran some
sentimental recollections of Elcanor’s—
just the thing to make cvery girl wish
she had a spy for a husband. “If your
work demands the most tircless watch-
fulness, you tend to compensate by the

intensity of your. sex-based relation-" |
ships,” wrote Eleanor. “Our marriage !
was perfect in every way.” In a seps
arate article entitled, “The Spy We- ;

Took In from the Cold,” the Obsecrver
explained why it had hired Philby after
he had been dismissed from intelligence:

he had been warmly-_,rccommcnded by |

the Foreign Office.;

. On Sunday No. 3, the Times scored
with more revelations about the laxness _
of British security, while the Observer

ran a reminiscence on Philby by a
pscudonymous CIA operative who once

worked ' with him in Washington. The -
following week, the Observer broke |
through with Eleanor’s description of |
her last, bafiling days in Beirut with -
Philby. He was disconsolate, she report-
cd, over the death of his pet fox Jack- !
ic. The Times published the first pic-
tures of Philby with his new Moscow: '
wife, Melinda—a girl who likes spies ap- -

parently, since her former husband was

Philby's collengue=in-gspienage, Donald
Muelonn,

Very Good Picture. All very em-

barrassing to the government. At a din-

[ ner given by Lord Thomson for visit- i .
ing U.S. businessmen last weck, Foreign |
Sccretary George Brown, who admits

to getting a bit tipsy at parties, depart-

ed from his prepared specch and lit

into Thomson. “It is about time you

shut up. Some of us think it is about ;
time we stopped giving the Russians.’
.half a stari on what we are doing, and, =~

my dear Roy, I ask you and the Sun-

day Times to take this into account "

and for God's sake, stop.” Replicd
Thomson: “We don't always take
George very seriously, and now you
have a very good picture of the man
who is Foreign Secrctary of this great
country.”

Brown's latest indiscretion sparked -

morc outcries for his resignation, but
he could at least take comfort in the
fact that the .Sunday Times was, more

fl or less, stopping. Last Sunday it scarce-
ly mentioned . Philby, instead it pub- '
lished -the memoirs of that uncontrover- -
sial and undeniably loyal Enghshman,f-‘e
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BROWN & THOMSOM AT BANQUZT
Somebody ought to shut up.

Approved For Release 2001/07/27 CIA-RDP75- 00149R000600330030 0




